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OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

21 JULY 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

Mr W.L. Brockman 

Members sworn in: 

The Officer Commanding the Troops, the Colonial Secretary, the Surveyor General, the Attorney General, the 

Collector of Revenue and Messrs Hardey, Carr, Bateman, Steere and Brockman took the usual Oaths 

and their seats as Members of the Council. 

Prayers were read. 

Rules and orders adopted: 

 On the motion of the Colonial Secretary seconded by the Attorney General the Rules and Orders for the 

proceedings of the Council which were in force during the existence of the Legislative Council previous 

to its reconstitution were adopted. 

Address of Governor Hampton: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following Address: 

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 

 In expressing my satisfaction at now meeting, for the first time, the reconstituted Legislature, I 

congratulate you on the Secretary of State for the Colonies having assented to the unofficial 

members being hereafter elected by the people. 

2. By the English mail that arrived on the 6th inst., I received instructions from the Duke of 

Buckingham, rendering it imperatively necessary for me to call you together without delay; 
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but, under existing circumstances, I shall not bring forward any important measure which can 

conveniently be postponed. 

3. Fifteen Bills will be submitted for first reading to-day. Four of these have been prepared in 

accordance with instructions from the Secretary of State; two are the ordinary annual Money 

Bills, and the remainder chiefly slight suggested amendments of existing Ordinances. I shall 

reserve my remarks on the subject-matter of the Bills until the details of each are under your 

consideration. 

4. I am glad to be able to state that the colony has never been in such a prosperous condition as at 

present; that the Public Revenue continues to be in excess of the Expenditure; that there is no 

difficulty in enforcing the Law; that neither treason nor traitors have injured this loyal 

community; and that there is no part of the world in which life and property are more secure. 

On the motion of Mr HARDEY seconded by Mr Brockman it was resolved that His Excellency=s Address be 

printed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 1. Despatches read: 

 The following Despatches were read. 

 The Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch No 45 of 9 July 1867 

 No 47 of 11 July 1867 

 No 81 of 15 October 1867 

The Governor’s Despatch   No 216 of 24 December 1867 with copy of  

     memorandum from Surveyor General as to survey 

of coast. 

 The Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch No 43 of 7 April 1868 

No 83 of 16 October 1867 

No 86 of 18 October 1867 

Circular of 11 December 1867 

Circular of 18 December 1867 

 The Governor’s Despatch   No 198 of 23 November 1867 

 The Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch No 32 of 3 March 1868 

No 37 of 26 March 1868 

No 38 of 27 March 1868 

No 39 of 27 March 1868 

No 40 of 27 March 1868 

Separate of 15 April 1868 

No 65 of 13 May 1868 

2. Blue book 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the following papers. 

 Statements of the Revenue and Expenditure from 1st January to 20th July 1868. 

 Returns connected with the Post Office Savings Bank. 

 The Blue Book for 1867. 
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3. Immigration: 

 Mr STEERE gave notice that he would move for a return of the number of free Immigrants who have 

been introduced into this Colony at the expense of the Home Government since the first 

Convict ship arrived specifying their sexes and what number were adults and also what 

proportion consisted of pensioners and their families. 

4. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Bills read 1st: 

 The Following Bills were read a first time. 

A Bill to amend an Ordinance to declare the Law and Practice in cases of Escheat 

A Bill to amend the Laws relating to Trespasses by Live Stock. 

A Bill to repeal the Laws relating to Quarantine, and to make other provisions in lieu thereof. 

A Bill for securing to Prosper Vincent Ramel for a limited period, the exclusive benefit of a 

certain invention. 

A Bill for securing to Samuel Golay for a limited period, the exclusive benefit of a certain 

Invention. 

A Bill to enable the Trustees of Fremantle to assess the Inhabitants by a rental value. 

A Bill for licensing carriages in the Town of Fremantle. 

A Bill to vest in Her Majesty a certain piece of Ground forming a portion of a Public 

thoroughfare known by the name of Spencer Street in the Town of Albany. 

A Bill further to provide a summary remedy between Masters and Servants. 

A Bill further to facilitate the sale of Colonial Wine, and to make better provision therefor. 

A Bill to make better provision for the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts. 

A Bill for the better security of the Crown and Government. 

A Bill to supplement the Governor’s Salary. 

A Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the services of the year One thousand Eight hundred and 

Sixty-seven, beyond the grant for that year. 

A Bill to appropriate the sum of                      out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the 

Service of the year One thousand Eight hundred and Sixty-nine. 

Adjourned to Tuesday the 28th July at 11 o’clock. 

     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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28 JULY 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

Mr W.L. Brockman 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 1. Appropriation of Govt Labor Port Walcott: 

 A letter from the Colonial Secretary to the Residents in the North district dated 6 May 1868 and the 

reply of the Residents to the Colonial Secretary dated 6 June 1868 with reference to the 

disposal of the Government labor at Roeburne were, by direction of His Excellency the 

Governor, read. 

2. Remarks of Mr Hardey on the Governor’s Address: 

 Mr HARDEY, by permission of the Council, made some remarks on the address of His Excellency the 

Governor at the opening of the Session on the 21st inst. He referred to the criticisms of the 

press on his nomination as a member of the Council, the public works executed during the 

administration of Governor Hampton, the necessity for friendly feeling outside the Council 

whatever difference of opinion there might be within, the increase of late years in the Revenue, 

and the advantage arising from the rights of future election of Non Official Members by the 

Colonists. 
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Mr Steere stated that he refrained from commenting on some of Mr Hardey’s remarks as such remarks 

had been made irregularly and merely under permission of the Council. It had been stated that 

he had come to the Council to offer a factious opposition to the Members of the Executive 

Government. He wished to disclaim such an intention. The unofficial members were there to 

assist, and it was their duty to assist, the Executive members who must not think that he and 

his brother non official members were enemies come to storm this stronghold. 

3. Petition presented: 

 Mr CARR presented a petition praying for the execution of works at the Bar at the mouth of the river 

Swan with a view to a safer Harbor being formed for the discharge and loading of vessels, - for 

the construction of a tramway from Guildford to Northam and York, and the deepening of the 

river Swan by dredging; - that a public loan be raised in furtherance of such objects, - that a 

paid Agent in England for immigration purposes be appointed, - and that in future the 

unofficial members of the Council be elected by the people under a franchise to be established 

by the Legislative Council as now constituted. 

 Mr CARR moved that the petition be read. 

THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Mr STEERE moved that the petition be received although he did not agree with all it contained. 

Mr BROCKMAN seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR stated upon the petition being laid on the table, that active 

operations had been carried on at the Bar, - such operations were at present suspended on 

account of the cold season but that he had no doubt the works would be carried on upon the 

approach of spring. Future operations must depend upon the success of those now in hand. A 

steam dredge had been ordered from England and was now on its way to the Colony. 

4. A report dated 23 July 1868 from the Colonial Clerk of Works covering an estimate of the cost of a 

tramway from Guildford to the Eastern districts was read. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY added that the question of Immigration was at present under the consideration of 

the Council and that the Secretary of State had already on his recommendation conceded what 

was sought in regard to the election of Non Official Members. He had been called upon to 

report as to the Franchise and Electoral districts but under existing circumstances would leave 

the matter to his successor who would doubtless consult the Council on the subject. 

6. Notices of motion: 

 Mr BROCKMAN gave notice that he would move for a Return of the number of teams belonging to the 

Local Government employed upon the roads, and for a Committee to take into consideration 

the subject of roads and bridges with a view to an alteration in the present system of 

management. 

 Mr STEERE gave notice that he would move for a Return of the number of Bankruptcies, the value of 

the assets and the cost of winding up the estate in each particular case for the last three years 

and for a Return showing the number of days in each month since the 1st January that the 

Inspectors of Sheep in the several districts have been employed in visiting the flocks in their 

districts. 
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 Mr CARR gave notice that he would move that a Census of the Colony be taken during the present year 

and that he would ask what instructions are given to the Harbor Master in reference to 

anchoring vessels that arrive here from foreign ports during the winter months. 

 Mr HARDEY gave notice that he would move that His Excellency the Governor be solicited by 

resolution of the Council to order the General Post Office to be closed on the Sabbath for 

delivery of letters to the public, - that the Council do by Resolution affirm the necessity of a 

house being provided at the public expense under the control of the Executive government for 

inebriates, - that His Excellency the Governor be specially solicited not to allow Government 

Officers to embark directly or indirectly in trade, - and that the sum placed on the Estimates for 

Ecclesiastical purposes be equally divided amongst Ministers of all denominations or that the 

amounts raised by any Congregation for the support of a Minister shall be supplemented by a 

like sum from the public chest. 

7. Order of the Day: 

The Order of the Day was read. 

Immigration: 

 Mr STEERE moved for a Return of the number of free Immigrants who have been introduced into this 

Colony at the expense of the Home Government since the first Convict ship arrived specifying 

their sexes and what number were adults and also what proportion consisted of Pensioners and 

their families. He had moved for the Return with a view of opening up the whole question of 

Immigration. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in stating that the Return called for, as also a Return of the 

number of Convicts sent to the Colony, would be laid on the table observed that he concurred 

in the importance of Immigration towards the interests of the Colony and that he would be glad 

to see all helping in a good spirit towards the establishment of a good system. When first he 

arrived the Government here could obtain whatever number of Immigrants he asked for but 

latterly the case had been different. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the Returns referred to. 

8. By direction of the Governor, His Excellency’s Despatches No 153 of 1865 and No 46 of 1867 to the 

Secretary of State with the Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch No 41 of 1867 all being on the 

subject were read. 

9. [Illegible] read a memorandum from the Clerk of the Council dated 27 July 1868 written by [Illegible] 

Excellency and explaining the existing arrangements of the Immigration Commissioners 

[Illegible]. 

10. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend an Ordinance to 

declare the Law and Practice in cases of Escheat. 

11. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 
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12. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend the Law relating 

to trespasses by live stock. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

13. Committee on Quarantine Bill: 

 A Bill to repeal the law relating to Quarantine and to make other provisions in lieu thereof was on the 

motion of Mr STEERE seconded by Mr Carr referred to a Committee consisting of the 

Attorney General and Messrs Carr and Steere. 

14. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for securing to 

Prosper Vincent Ramel for a limited period the exclusive benefit of a certain invention. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for securing to Samuel 

Golay for a limited period the exclusive benefit of a certain invention. 

 Mr CARR seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to enable the Trustees of 

Fremantle to assess the inhabitants by a rental value. 

 Mr BATEMAN seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for licensing carriages in 

the town of Fremantle. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in moving the second reading of a Bill to vest in Her Majesty 

a certain piece of ground forming a portion of a public thoroughfare known by the name of 

Spencer Street in the town of Albany explained the circumstances under which in view of his 

probably relinquishing the Government he had accepted a tender for a large sum which would 

be expended during the administration of his successor. He had been most anxious to refrain 

from dealing with the matter which had been pressed upon him for some time past. He had 

resisted as long as possible and was at last reluctantly compelled to go on with the work on 

account of the public service. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY bore testimony to the absolute necessity for new public Offices at 

Albany and seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was read a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill further to provide a 

summary remedy between Masters and Servants. 
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 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

15. Satisfactory session in which business transacted: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in moving that the Council do adjourn stated that the various 

information called for in the notices of motion would be supplied as soon as possible. His 

Excellency observed with regard to what had fallen from Mr Steere respecting ill-natured 

remarks as to Mr Steere and other Non Official Members having come there to oppose the 

Government and cause unpleasantness, that Mr Steere’s proceedings during the day had been 

the best answer to such remarks. Mr Steere had given much valuable assistance. The business 

had been satisfactorily conducted and he had no doubt the increase in the number of unofficial 

members would prove to be of benefit to the public service.  

Adjourned to Wednesday the 29th July at 11 am. 

     G.E. Hampton  

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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29 JULY 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

Mr W.L. Brockman 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 1. Notice of motion: 

 Mr BATEMAN gave notice that he would move that certain papers laid by him on the table respecting 

the better regulation of vessels in the Coasting Trade of Western Australia be conducted today 

(if in order) and if not at the next meeting of Council. 

 Mr BATEMAN further gave notice that he would inquire respecting the duties of Pilot or Pilots of 

Fremantle, - respecting the duties of Superintendents at Rottenest, - and also what 

correspondence has passed respecting the grounding of the barque “Sulphide”. 

 Mr BROCKMAN gave notice that he would move that this Council do take into consideration with a 

view to its adoption in this Colony the Real Property Act of South Australia commonly known 

as Torrens’ Real Property Act. 

2. Order of Day: 

The Order of the Day was read. 

 Committee on roads and bridges: 

 Mr BROCKMAN moved for a Committee to take into consideration the subject of roads and bridges 

with a view to an alteration in the present system of management. 
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 Mr STEERE seconded the motion. 

 A Committee consisting of Messrs Brockman, Steere and Hardey was appointed, His Excellency the 

Governor observing that he reserved his decision as to whether he would adopt any change in 

the view of his successor probably soon arriving. 

3. Aid to Ministers of Religion: 

 Mr HARDEY moved that the sums placed on the Estimates for Ecclesiastical services be equally 

divided amongst Ministers of all denominations or that the amounts raised by any congregation 

shall be supplemented by a like sum from the public chest. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR suggested that the proper time for dealing with the question 

would be when the vote on the Estimates was under consideration. 

4. Government officers trading: 

 Mr HARDEY moved that His Excellency the Governor be respectfully solicited not to allow 

Government Officers to embark directly or indirectly in trade. 

 Mr STEERE seconded the motion simply to give Mr Hardey an opportunity of expressing his opinions. 

Motion Put 

    Ayes……………………………………1 

    Noes……………………………………9 

  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Hardey Esq   The Officer Commanding the Troops 

     The Honble Colonial Secretary 

     The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Attorney General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue  

     Mr Carr Esq 

     Mr Bateman Esq 

     Mr Steere Esq 

     Mr Brockman Esq 

The motion was accordingly lost. 

5. Opening of Post Office for English mails on Sunday: 

 Mr HARDEY moved that His Excellency the Governor be respectfully solicited to order the General 

Post Office to be closed on the Sabbath for the delivery of letters to the public. 

Mr BROCKMAN seconded the motion. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid before the Council a Return of the number of times since 

the year 1863 that the Post Office had been opened on Sundays and explained that it was only 

on the arrival of English or Colonial Mails on Sundays (a most exceptional matter) that the 

Post Office was opened on the Sabbath. 

Motion put 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………8 
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  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Hardey Esq   The Officer Commanding the Troops 

 Mr Brockman Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

     The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Attorney General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue  

     Mr Carr Esq 

     Mr Bateman Esq 

     Mr Steere Esq 

6. Census: 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY having explained the arrangements made with regard to a Census 

being taken simultaneously in the Mother country and Colonies, Mr Carr withdrew his motion 

on the subject. 

7. Anchorage for winter vessels: 

 Mr CARR asked what instructions are given to the Harbor Master in reference to anchoring vessels that 

arrive here from foreign ports during the winter months.  

 Mr STEERE seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY explained that the whole question as to regulations for all Officers at 

Fremantle having to deal with shipping was under reference to a Board. The Board had 

reported and their report was with the Attorney General for an opinion on certain legal points. 

He laid on the table certain regulations. 

 Mr CARR would reserve his remarks until the results of the Board=s deliberations now before the 

Council. 

8. Work of Inspectors of Sheep: 

 Mr STEERE moved for a Return showing the number of days in each month since the 1st January that 

the Inspectors of Sheep in the several districts have been employed in visiting the flocks in 

their districts. 

Mr CARR seconded the motion. 

All returns on the subject received from the Inspectors were laid on the table. 

9. Immigration: 

 Mr STEERE having requested permission to speak on the subject of Immigration a Committee 

consisting of the Officer Commanding the Troops, the Colonial Secretary, Mr Steere and 

Mr Brockman was appointed to report as to what it would be desirable to do in the matter. 

10. Colonial Wine Bill thrown out: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill further to facilitate the sale 

of Colonial Wine and to make better provision therefor. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 Mr CARR moved that the Bill be read this day six months. 

Mr BROCKMAN seconded the amendment. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR directed that the Duke of Buckingham’s Despatch No 47 of 

the 11 July 1867 under which the Bill was brought forward be read and the same was read 

accordingly. 
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 HIS EXCELLENCY stated that the Bill was not a Government measure but that it was open for 

discussion by the Executive members. 

Amendment put 

    Ayes……………………………………7 

    Noes……………………………………3 

  Ayes    Noes 
 The Officer Commanding the Troops The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Attorney General  The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue  Mr Hardey Esq  

 Mr Carr Esq 

 Mr Bateman Esq 

 Mr Steere Esq 

 Mr Brockman Esq 

The original motion was therefore lost. 

11. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to make better provision 

for the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts. 

 THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 3rd August. 

12. Non attendance of Mr Phillips: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in moving that the Council do adjourn stated that he wished to 

keep back the money bills if possible until the arrival in Perth of the Member from the Eastern 

districts (Mr Phillips). He desired to have all Non Official Members under the reconstituted 

Council present when such Bills were considered. He had been unable to obtain any definite 

information as to where Mr Phillips was. Of course if Mr Phillips did not soon arrive the 

business of the Council could not be delayed. 

Adjourned to Thursday the 30th July at 11 am. 

     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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30 JULY 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 1. Land Sales: 

 Mr CARR gave notice that he would move for a return of the number of acres of land sold in each year 

from 1861 to 1867 inclusive. 

2. Order of Day: 

The Order of the Day was read. 

 Treason Felony - Despatch read. Bill read 2nd: 

 A Circular Despatch from the Secretary of State dated 11 December 1867 directing that the Law in 

Colonies respecting Treasonable Offences be assimilated to that of the United Kingdom was 

read. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for the better security of 

the Crown and Government. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 5th August. 

Adjourned to Monday 3rd August at 11 am. 
     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 
______________________ 
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3  AUGUST 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

Mr Phillips sworn in: 

 Mr Phillips took the usual Oaths and his seat as a Member of the Council. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 1. Notice of motion: 

 Mr CARR gave notice that he would move for a return of the number of acres of land marked out 

during each year from 1st January 1861 to January 1st 1868, - Also the number and extent of 

Town and Suburban allotments marked out in each year during the same period, - Also the 

extent in acres of leases and licenses marked out in each year during the same period; Also the 

number of miles of road laid out in each year during the same period. 

2. Order of Day: 

The Order of the Day was read. 

 Memorial from Non-conformists: 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY presented a Memorial from Non conformists in Perth protesting with 

reference to the motion of Mr Hardey on the 29th inst, against any new appropriation of public 

monies for ecclesiastical purposes and moved that the same be read. 
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 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

Memorial read accordingly. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that the Memorial be received. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

Agreed to. 

3. Bankruptcies: 

 Mr STEERE moved for a Return of the number of Bankruptcies, the value of the assets, and the costs of 

winding up the estates in each particular case for the last three years. 

 Mr CARR seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid the return on the table. 

4. Coasting vessels: 

 Mr BATEMAN laid on the table certain papers respecting the better regulations of vessels in the 

Coasting Trade of Western Australia and moved that the same be read. 

Mr STEERE seconded the motion and the papers were read accordingly. 

Mr BATEMAN moved that the papers be received. 

Mr STEERE seconded the motion. 

Agreed to. 

5. Bill read 1st: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR stated that he quite concurred in the necessity for further 

Legislation and moved that a Bill to amend the Colonial Passengers Ordinance 1861 be read a 

first time. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was read a first time and the second reading fixed for Friday the 7th inst. 

6. Pilots at Fremantle: 

 Mr BATEMAN moved for information as to the duties of Pilot or Pilots at Fremantle. 

 Mr BROCKMAN seconded the Motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY explained that the Pilot at Rottnest was simply an inward Pilot, - that 

the Harbor Master berthed vessels, acted as outward Pilot, and moved vessels from one berth 

to another. The appointment of Assistant Pilot was at present vacant as no suitable candidate 

for the Office was available. It would be filled up as soon as possible. 

7. Superintendent, Rottnest: 

Mr BATEMAN moved for information respecting the duties of Superintendent at Rottnest. 

Mr BROCKMAN seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table copy of Instructions for the guidance of the 

Superintendent which were read. 

 A discussion arose as to whether or not it was desirable that one person should hold the combined 

Offices of Superintendent and Pilot. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR having stated that he held himself responsible that both duties 

were properly discharged and that such duties as combined had never before been so well 

performed as under existing arrangements the subject was dropped. 

1154 



[1868] 

8. Grounding of the “Sulphide”: 

 Mr BATEMAN moved for information as to what correspondence had passed respecting the grounding 

of the barque “Sulphide”. 

Mr STEERE seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY explained that to the present time no complaints had been made by 

the Master of the vessel. He had called for a report from the Harbor Master respecting the 

circumstances and the Harbor Master’s report dated 31st July 1868 was read. 

9. Lands sold: 

Mr CARR moved for a Return of the number of acres of land sold in each year from 1861 to 1867 

inclusive. 

Mr STEERE seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid the return on the table. 

 Mr CARR stated that he would reserve his remarks till the Estimates are under consideration. 

10. Real Property Act - Committee: 

 Mr BROCKMAN moved that this Council do take into consideration with a view to its adoption in this 

Colony the real property Acts of South Australia commonly known as Torrens’ Real Property 

Acts. 

 Mr STEERE seconded the motion. 

 A Committee consisting of Mr Brockman as mover, the Colonial Secretary, the Surveyor General, the 

Attorney General and Mr Carr was appointed to inquire fully into the subject in all its probable 

bearings in this Colony with a view to the adoption of the Act or some modification of it being 

hereafter considered. 

11. Motion re: inebriates withdrawn: 

 Mr HARDEY withdrew the motion standing in his name with respect to a Home for inebriates. 

12. Report of Committee on Quarantine Bill: 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL presented the report of the Committee appointed to consider a Bill to 

repeal the Laws relating to Quarantine and to make other provision in lieu thereof and moved 

that the same be read. 

 THE COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the motion. 

The report was read accordingly. 

13. Report of Committee on Roads and Bridges: 

 Mr STEERE presented the report of the Committee appointed to consider the question of roads and 

bridges brought forward by Mr Brockman with a view to an alteration in the present system of 

management. Mr Steere moved that the report be read. 

 THE COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the motion. 

The Report was read accordingly. 

14. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR referred the Council to the Preamble of the Ordinance 10V19 

and 12V23 under which in consequence of the management being found inefficient the control 

of the labor on roads was withdrawn from Private boards and vested in the Executive 

Government. He would defer his remarks on the report of the Committee till tomorrow but 
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would point out that the present Legislation was sufficient to enable the Governor to make any 

appointments he may see fit. It was very necessary to have some supervision on the acts of 

irresponsible persons. 

15. Report of Committee on Immigration: 

 THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS presented the report of the Committee appointed to 

inquire on the subject of Immigration and moved that the report be read. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The report was read accordingly and unanimously adopted by the Council. 

16. Bills read 3rd: 

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed: 

 A Bill to amend an Ordinance to declare the Law and Practice in cases of Escheat. 

A Bill to amend the Laws relating to Trespasses by Live Stock. 

A Bill for securing to Prosper Vincent Ramel for a limited period, the exclusive benefit of a 

certain Invention. 

A Bill for securing to Samuel Golay for a limited period, the exclusive benefit of a certain 

Invention. 

A Bill to enable the Trustees of Fremantle to assess the Inhabitants by a rental value. 

A Bill for Licensing Carriages in the Town of Fremantle. 

A Bill to vest in Her Majesty a certain piece of Ground forming a portion of a Public 

thoroughfare known by the name of Spencer Street in the Town of Albany. 

A Bill further to provide a summary remedy between Masters and Servants. 

A Bill to make better provision for the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts. 

17. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to repeal the Laws relating 

to Quarantine and to make provision in lieu thereof. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 Certain alterations suggested by the Committee on the Bill in their report having been adopted the same 

was read a second time and the third reading fixed for Friday the 7th inst. 

18. Cash balance in chest: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in moving the adjournment of the Council stated that at the 

next sitting money bills only would be introduced. Before such Bills were considered he 

wished to give the Council some information respecting a Cash balance now in hand. Great 

misapprehension had existed about such balance and he had hitherto abstained from speaking 

on the subject. Upon his arrival in the Colony he had found a deficit and for the first six years 

he had been endeavouring to save a balance to meet future contingencies. In 1863, the year 

after he commenced Office, liabilities had been paid off and there remained £857 to the good. 

In 1864 a further sum of £1285 was saved, in 1865 a sum of £2267, while in 1866 the amount 

of £5055 was laid by in addition to paying off the only outstanding public debt of £1750. In 

consequence of expenses connected with the purchase of a Steam dredge only £815 was saved 

in 1867. The estimated balance for the current year was, in consequence of large purchases by 
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lease holders to secure their runs under the amended Land regulation, £9,000, making a total of 

£21,031 or £19,281 in hard money. This amount is not at the disposal of the Governor or 

Government, a vote of the Legislative Council being necessary for its expenditure. His 

Excellency trusted that these facts would fully meet the absurd allegations which had been 

made as to his leaving the chest empty for his successor. The money in hand was lodged in 

fixed deposits at the Banks so that the Revenue gets the benefit of interest while the public had 

the advantage of having the amount in circulation. 

Adjourned to Tuesday the 4th August at 11 am. 

     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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4 AUGUST 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 1. Bill read 2nd. Governor’s Salary. Despatch: 

 A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No 65 of the 13th May 1868 directing that the 

question of increasing the Governor’s salary be submitted to the Legislative Council was read. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to supplement the 

Governor’s salary. 

 Mr CARR seconded the motion. 

 Mr STEERE moved as an amendment that the proposed increase of £700 be reduced to the extent of 

£200. 

Mr BROCKMAN seconded the amendment. 

Amendment put 

    Ayes……………………………………5 
    Noes……………………………………6 
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  Ayes    Noes 
 Mr Hardey Esq   The Officer Commanding the Troops 

 Mr Bateman Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Steere Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Brockman Esq   The Honble Attorney General 

 Mr Phillips Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue  

     Mr Carr Esq 

The original motion was then put. 

    Ayes……………………………………6 

    Noes……………………………………5 

  Ayes    Noes 
 The Officer Commanding the Troops Mr Hardey Esq 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  Mr Bateman Esq 

 The Honble Surveyor General  Mr Steere Esq 

 The Honble Attorney General  Mr Brockman Esq 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue  Mr Phillips Esq 

 Mr Carr Esq 

The Bill was therefore read a second time and the third reading fixed for Thursday the 6th inst. 

3. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to confirm the Expenditure 

for the services of the year 1867 beyond the grant for that year. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and third reading fixed for Friday the 7th inst. 

4. Excess of Expenditure to be limited to £5000: 

 On the motion of Mr Steere seconded by Mr Carr it was unanimously resolved that no sums of money 

in excess of £5000 in addition to the total sum voted for the services of the year shall be 

expended until a supplemental estimate of the sum required shall have been voted by the 

Legislative Council. 

In Committee - Est imates for 1869:  

5. The Council went into Committee of the whole Council on the Estimates for the year 1869 the 

consideration of a portion of which was postponed. In connection with the vote for the Survey 

Department the following Despatches were by direction of His Excellency the Governor read, 

with a view to show that His Excellency had endeavoured to reorganize the Department and 

place it upon a proper footing. 

 The Governor to the Secretary of State  No 69 of 11 June 1862 

 The Secretary of State to the Governor  No 64 of 20 October 1862 

 The Governor to the Secretary of State  No 103 of 20 August 1862 

 The Governor to the Secretary of State  No 56 of 21 February 1866 

 The Secretary of State to the Governor  No 49 of 23 October 1866 

 The Governor to the Secretary of State  No 220 of 24 December 1866 

Adjourned to Wednesday the 5th August 1868 at 11 am. 
     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council 
______________________
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5  AUGUST 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Notice of motion: 

 Mr CARR gave notice that he would move that the Insolvent Ordinance be amended and that a Trade 

Assignee be appointed and that he would call the attention of Government to the necessity of 

appointing an Inspector of Nuisances in each of the towns of Perth and Fremantle. 

 Mr BATEMAN gave notice that he would move for a Return of the number of vessels that have arrived 

at the Port of Fremantle from the 1st January 1867 to the present date without the Pilot and the 

names of such vessels and that he would ask if it is the intention of the Government to lay 

down better moorings at the Irwin the present ones being too small to be of any service to the 

coasters. 

2. Order of the Day: 

The Order of the Day was read. 

 Lands marked out: 

 Mr CARR moved for a Return of the number of acres of land marked out during each year from 1st 

January 1861 to January 1st 1868 - also the number and extent of Town and Suburban lots 
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marked out in each year during the same period - also the extent in acres of leases and licenses 

marked out in each year during the same period - also the number of miles of road laid out in 

each year during the same period. 

Mr STEERE seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid the returns on the table. 

3. Bill read 3rd: 

The following Bill was read a third time and passed. 

A Bill for the better security of the Crown and Government. 

In Committee - Est imates for 1869:  

4. The Council resumed the adjourned consideration in Committee of the Estimates for 1869. 

 In the course of the discussion on the various items the following arrangements were agreed to. 

 The vote for the Survey Department not to be considered pending the result of the motion made by 

Mr Carr with reference to the working of the Department generally. 

 Roads and bridges: 

 The proposed vote for Superintendents of Roads to be struck out. In connection with this it was 

considered advisable that local Committees be formed in the various districts who should 

decide what work in their respective districts should be performed with the Convict labor and 

money at the disposal of the Government and that an Overseer of the work should be 

nominated by each local Committee who should be paid by daily wages, not salary, from the 

vote for roads and bridges. The Overseer to be appointed on the Committees= nomination by 

the Governor and to be the medium of communicating to the Warders in charge of Convicts 

what work the Committees wish to be executed. 

 On the Ecclesiastical vote a letter dated 10 July 1868 from the Very Rev M. [illegible] asking for an 

increase of the vote for Roman Catholic Clergy was laid on the table. 

5. Vessels arriving without pilot: 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the Return of vessels arriving at Fremantle without a 

Pilot of which Mr Bateman had given notice of motion. 

Adjourned to Friday the 7th August at 11 am. 

     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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7 AUGUST 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Mr W. Bateman 

Mr J.G.L. Steere 

 Mr W.L. Brockman 

 Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Works at the bar: 

 Mr CARR by permission of the Council explained that a misunderstanding existed with regard to a 

portion of the Petition presented by him on the 28th ulto. He stated that the first part with 

reference to works at the Bar and Harbor at Fremantle was so worded that it was impossible to 

know what was really meant and described the views of the Petitioners. 

2. Insolvent Ordinance, motion withdrawn: 

 Mr CARR withdrew the motion standing in his name for the amendment of the Insolvent Ordinance and 

appointment of a Trade Assignee as it was considered desirable to await the result of 

Legislation pending in England on the same subject. 

3. Inspectors of nuisances: 

 Mr CARR moved that the attention of Government be called to the necessity of appointing an Inspector 

of Nuisances in each of the towns of Perth and Fremantle. 
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 THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS seconded the motion. 

 It was arranged that the Sergeants of Police should discharge the duties and thought advisable that a 

small payment for the service should be made by the townspeople. 

 In reply to Mr Brockman His Excellency the Governor stated that there would be no objection to the 

arrangement being extended to other towns. 

4. Vessels arriving without pilot: 

Mr BATEMAN moved that a Return of all vessels arrived at Fremantle without a Pilot be read. 

Mr BROCKMAN seconded the motion. 

The same was read accordingly. 

Mr BATEMAN moved that the Return be received. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

Agreed to. 

 The consideration of the matter was postponed pending the reference to the Harbor Master of 

statements from the Master of the “Freebridge” and of Mr Cummins respecting the “Eliza 

Blanche” contradicting facts asserted in the Return. 

5. Moorings at the Irwin: 

 Mr BATEMAN asked, pursuant to notice, if it is the intention of the Government to lay down better 

moorings at the Irwin the present ones being too small to be of any service to the Coasters. 

 A letter from Mr Moore dated 24 February 1868 with a letter from the Harbor Master dated 29th 

February 1868 and instructions therein from the Governor as to the existing moorings were 

read. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR having stated that he would cause steps to be taken for doing 

what is necessary in the matter the subject was dropped. 

6. Public works returns: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid on the table Returns of the public works performed in the 

Colony during his administration of the Government. 

7. Bills read 3rd: 

The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

A Bill to supplement The Governor’s Salary. 

A Bill to repeal the Laws relating to Quarantine, and to make other provisions in lieu thereof. 

A Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the services of the year One thousand Eight hundred and 

Sixty-seven, beyond the grant for that year. 

8. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend “the Colonial 

Passengers’ Ordinance 1861”. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Tuesday the 11th inst. 
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In Committee - Est imates for 1869.  Survey department:  

9. The Council resumed the consideration in Committee of the Estimates for 1869. 

 A discussion arose on the vote for the Survey Department as to whether a sufficient amount of duty is 

discharged by Assistant Surveyors in the field and it was arranged that the Assistant Surveyors 

be required to remain in the field for 9 months out of each year unless it be shown that the state 

of the country and weather will not allow it, - that the Deputy Surveyor General be at once sent 

in to the field so that his qualifications for field work be tested, - and that Assistant Surveyor 

Cowle be also sent from Office to outdoor work. 

 The Estimates as submitted were, with the exception of a new vote for Superintendents of Roads, then 

passed. 

10. Expenditure of money and labor in Victoria District: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR enquired whether a Petition from residents in the Champion 

Bay district complaining of not having had a fair share of money and labor, which Petition had 

been published in the newspapers, was to be presented. Although it was not to be brought 

forward His Excellency would make known the real state of the case as it was wrong that such 

mistatements should be set before the public. Both statements were untrue. The matter had 

been [illegible] put as the period had been extended back for 14 years when there were only 

134 freemen in the district. During the last 6 years the Government has almost been to blame 

for giving the district so much. On the 30th June last there were 119 Convicts on the works. 

Only one rural district had more and the number in it (121) was caused by the heavy work in 

the erection of the Collie bridge. With regard to money there was a current contract for the 

erection of a jetty at the Irwin for ,1558. Other districts might say give us the same and what 

would be the expense then. ,923 had also been paid for the extension of the Jetty at Geraldton. 

11. Satisfactory manner in which business transacted: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in referring to what had fallen from Mr Steere at the 

commencement of the Session observed that in no Session had the business been carried on in 

a more satisfactory manner. People out of doors must, he was sure, be satisfied with the 

proceedings of the Non Official Members. There were at the table men who well represented 

the interests of their constituents who should thank them for their exertions. 

 Mr BROCKMAN would express his great gratification and that of the other Non Official Members at 

the result of the deliberations. Like Mr Steere he had come into the Council with many 

misgivings. He had thought that His Excellency might have been tenacious of his privilege and 

that from a love of order he might have observed much punctilio. Had such a course been 

adopted the Non Official Members would have been crippled. They must however all feel His 

Excellency’s kindness and courtesy. Full opportunity had been given for their expression of 

opinion and they had been regarded as the representatives of the Colony and exponents of 

Public opinion. It had been most gratifying that such a view was taken and that even when 

expedient slight irregularities had been allowed. If the same state of affairs had existed years 

ago there would have been a better feeling outside and a better understanding between the 
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Government and the people. He would express his great satisfaction at the result of the first 

meeting of the reconstituted Council. 

 Mr STEERE would fully substantiate all that Mr Brockman had stated. He had expected to be called to 

Order at least 20 times a day. There had been great misapprehension as to the manner in which 

the business of the Council is conducted. The Governor had been thoroughly impartial in the 

Chair and he only hoped that while he is a Member of the Council there may be such a 

Chairman. His Excellency had been firm when necessary but had shown the greater virtue of 

yielding when he considered it expedient. It was difficult for young Members to master all the 

rules and orders but while they had tried to keep within bounds every consideration had been 

shown them. If he has been out of order himself he has not known it. 

12. Bill read 2nd: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to appropriate the sum of 

£96,276 out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the service of the year 1869. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the Motion. 

The same was read accordingly and the third reading fixed for Tuesday the 11th inst. 

Adjourned to Tuesday the 11th August at 11 am. 

     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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11 AUGUST 1868 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr G.C. Carr 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Notice of motion: 

 Mr CARR gave notice (on behalf of Mr Steere who was absent from Perth) that it is intended to bring 

under notice the necessity of an alteration in the 21st section of the Customs Ordinance 1860 

with a view to the more speedy discharge of vessels. 

2. Order of the Day: 

The Order of the Day was read. 

 Bills read 3rd: 

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

A Bill to amend the Colonial Passenger Ordinance 1861. 

A Bill to appropriate the sum of £96,276 out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the 

service of the year 1869. 

Adjourned sine die. 

     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

__________ 
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